
Dad, Kyle, plus Jonathan, and brother James, ham it 
up for mom and the camera. 

the latest news. (See side ston 
below.) 

Parents push universal newborn test 
Jonathan Lockie has quite a 

story. Bom with a list of rare 
complex congenital heart de
fects, he needed massive open 
heart surgery before he was a 
week old. 

"Miraculously, more than a 
jdozen surgeries have allowed 

him to survive with essentially 
half a heart," his mom says. 

Yet the surgeries that saved 
his life resulted in numer-

,ous complications, including 
a pacemaker, many medica
tions, and a wheelchair. His 
family's current vehicle and 
two-story home no longer 
meet his needs. 

Life for the entire Lockie 
family has changed forever. 
Jonathan's parents Kyle and 
Sara, of Ankeny, spent a year 
shuttling Jonathan in and out 
of hospitals. When Jonathan 
was not hospitalized, they 
cared for Jonathan at home -
no small task. When doctors 
told Jonathan's parents that 
Jonathan was too fragile for 
day care, Sara quit her teach
ing job to care for Jonathan 
and his four-year- old brother 
James. She describes herself as 
"Jonathan's care coordinator." 
Kyle continues his job, which 
has taken on new importance 
since he needs to maintain pre
cious health insurance. 

His mother says James is 
an excellent big brother, and 
wise beyond his years when it 
comes to explaining medical 
terms and heart anatomy,. 

Sara Lockie's former co
workers, family friends, and 
Kyle's coworkers are organiz
ing the benefit to help the fam
ily with medical expenses. 

Lovin' the Lockies Ben
efit Dinner and Silent Auction 
will be held Friday, February 

8, from 5-8 p.m. at the Anke
ny High School Cafeteria. The 
Ankeny Booster Glub is spon
soring this event. Thrivent Fi
nancial and Modem Woodsman 
will provide matching funds. 
Monetary donations may be 
directed to Lockie Benefit and 
sent to Veridian Credit Union, 
1201 S Ankeny Blvd. Ankeny. 
IA 50023. 

Jonathan is the grandson of 
Beth and Bob Busch of Waverly 
and great-grandson of Edward 
and lone Ziesman of Eldora. 

The Des Moines Regis
ter wrote a story just before 
Christmas about one of Sara 
Lockie's advocacy efforts on 
behalf of Jonathan and other 
children who have experienced 

similar situations. The goal is 
to have all newborns screened 
via 'pulse oximetr.' for criti
cal congenital heart defects like 
Jonathan's. Failure to do so can 
result in some newborns being 
sent home from the hospital 
with the condition looming un
detected. 
The Register article was also 

picked up by USA Toda\-. 
Not long ago Sara spent the 

morning telling Iowa legisla
tors Jonathan's story and urging 
their support for the CCHD 
"pulse oximetry screening. 

"Hopefully, Iowa will soon 
join other states in offering this 
screening to all newborns," she 
said. 
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